Definitions to Help You with Types of Government
From Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary at http://www.merriam-webster.com/
Definition of Nation-State
	a form of political organization under which a relatively homogeneous people inhabits a sovereign state; especially : a state containing one as opposed to several nationalities 


Definition of Nation
	1 b : a community of people composed of one or more nationalities and possessing a more or less defined territory and government c : a territorial division containing a body of people of one or more nationalities and usually characterized by relatively large size and independent status 

3. a tribe or federation of tribes (as of American Indians) 


Definition of State

	a politically organized body of people usually occupying a definite territory; especially : one that is sovereign b : the political organization of such a body of people


Definition of City-State
	 an autonomous state consisting of a city and surrounding territory 
[Note: in the 1400s, some cities—particularly in the area now called Italy—were city states. Examples: Florence, Genoa, and Venice]


Definition of Autonomous
	having the right or power of self-government 


Definition of Sovereignty
	2 : supreme power especially over a body politic b : freedom from external control : autonomy c : controlling influence 
3 : one that is sovereign; especially : an autonomous state 


Definition of Kingdom
	2: a politically organized community or major territorial unit having a monarchical form of government headed by a king or queen 

	Monarchy (adjective monarchical)
1: undivided rule or absolute sovereignty by a single person 

2: a nation or state having a monarchical government 

3: a government having a hereditary chief of state with life tenure and powers varying from nominal to absolute 

[Notice the word sovereignty above and think about those other words. Hereditary means the child (usually the first born son) of the king becomes the next king. Life tenure means the king rules until he dies. Nominal means in name only or minimal; absolute means whatever the ruler wants is what happens.]


Definition of Empire

	1a: a major political unit having a territory of great extent or a number of territories or peoples under a single sovereign authority; especially: one having an emperor as chief of … 
[Notice the words number of territories or peoples. For example, the Roman Empire included peoples from the Gauls (the French) to Germanic peoples to the Greeks. Once conquered, they were all ruled by Rome and for Rome’s interests.]
b: something resembling a political empire; especially: an extensive territory or enterprise under single domination or control 
2. imperial sovereignty, rule, or dominion 
[Notice the adjective for empire is imperial.]


Definition of Republic

	1: a (1): a government having a chief of state who is not a monarch and who in modern times is usually a president (2): a political unit (as a nation) having such a form of government 

b (1): a government in which supreme power resides in a body of citizens entitled to vote and is exercised by elected officers and representatives responsible to them and governing according to law (2): a political unit (as a nation) having such a form of government 
[Prior to being an empire, Rome was a republic. Its Senators—a term probably familiar to you—were its representatives. ]
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