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Political and Economic Turmoil
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rrency issued as loans on farm property (rather than as notes based on gold and
ér deposited in banks) was immoral because it would lose value, allowing debtors

violate contracts by paying back less than they had borrowed. Creditors asserted

hat their property rights were at risk.
—~Remermbee. Locke.

South Carolina protested militantly. Events moved furthest in

to prevent further hegriggs for debt. Perhaps one-fourth of potential soldiers in the

state were involved, calling themselves the “Regulators;” after the Carolina insurgents
of the 1760s. Their opponents first labeled the rebels “Green Bushers” because they
- wore a sprig of evergreen—the Massachusetts symbol for liberty—and later called
~ Shaysites when Daniel Shays, a forty-year-old veteran of Bunker Hill and Saratoga,
- emerged as their leader. The government framequested aid from Congtess,
- which complied by requisitioning $530,000 and 1,340 soldiers from the states. When

the states failed to cooperate, the powerlessness of the Confederation was clear.

The Massachusetts government acted on its own, taking measures that further ﬁ;? ﬂ{‘}

alienated angry farmers. The assembly passed the Riot Act, which prohibited armed
groups from gathering in public and permitted sheriffs to kill riaters who refused to
disband. The legislature also suspended habeas corpus, allowing officials to jail sus-

pected insurgents without showing cause. The farmers refused to back down; one /- ;
warned, “T am determined to fight and spill my blood and leave my bones at the court- ;

house till Resurrection” They protested that the suspension of habeas COrpus was
“dangerous if not absolutely destructive to a Republican overnment.” Nevertheless,
in November 1786, the state government sent three hundred soldiers to arrest rebel
leaders. When that failed to stop the farmers from closing the courts, Boston mer-

chants raised private funds to outfit forty-four hundred troops. Residents of Boston
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and coastal towns who feared the inflationary consequences of paper money filled the rt 0
ranks. Revolutionary general Benjamin Lincoln commanded the army; in January 47/’- 0

-+

1787, they marched to Worcester to protect the county court.

Lincoln’s army forced the Shaysites to choose between submission and armed re-
bellion, for a middle ground of petitions and court closings was no longer viable, The
farmers amassed their own troops, estimated at twenty-five hundred men, with Shays
in charge of one regiment. They unsuccessfully attacked the federal arsenal at Spring-
field for weapons to assault Boston, then regrouped to await the merchants’ army.
Shays was convinced that their cause was just; in a newspaper interview, he confi- .
dently stated that he “knew General Lincoln was coming against him, but as he would
bring with him nobody but shopkeepers, lawyers, and doctors, he could easily defeat
him? Lincoln attacked Shays by surprise in a blizzard, dispersing the rebels within half
an hour. ‘

The aftermath of Shays’s defeat was more divisive and bloody than the engage-
ments between the armies. The assembly declared a state of “open, unnatural, unpro-
voked, and wicked rebellion giving the governor the power to treat the Shaysites as
enemies of the state. The legislators passed the Disqualification Act, which barred
people implicated in the revolt from voting and holding office for three years, teaching
school, or keeping inns and taverns. Many of the insurgents escaped to New York and
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assachusetts. In fall 1786, armed Massachusetts farmers closed down county courts MMS»’, .
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