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ligerents. In February 1936, Congress passed a second Neutrality Act, prohibiting

American banks from extending loans or credits to any nation at war. e=
ﬂéﬁ@ﬂw. He believed that absolute neutrality
favored powerful aggressor nations by forcing the United States to treat all sides
to law for political reasons. The Neutrality Acts had

equally. Yet FDR signed them in
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Republicans in the coming presidential campaign.
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As the 1936 election approached, FDR had reason for concern. Although personal
income and industrial production had risen dramatically since he took office in 1933,
millions were still unemployed. In addition, more than 80 percent of the nation’s news-
papers and most of the business community remained loyal to the Republican Party,
meaning that Roosevelt’s major presidential opponent could count on strong editorial

and financial support.

The 1936 Election In June, the Republicans gathered in Cleveland to nominate
their presidential ticket. Herbert Hoover, anxious for another

crack at Roosevelt, received a thunderous ovation. But the convention delegates, seek-
Alfred M. Landon to head the

ing a winner, not a martyr, chose Kansas governor
Republican ticket, and Frank Knox; a Chicago publisher, to be the vice-presidential

nominee.

Landon, a political moderate, promised “fewer radio talks, fewer experiments, and
a lot more common sense.” His problem was that he radiated little of the compassion
and confidence that made the president so popular with the masses.

Roosevelt also faced presidential challenges from the left. Both the Communists

and the Socialists ran spirited campaigns in 1936, demanding more federal aid for the

poor. But Roosevelt’s most serious concern—a political merger involving Coughlin,
Townsend, and Long —was effectively climinated in September 1935, when an assassins

bullet killed the Louisiana senator in Baton Rouge. To replace the charismatic Long,
these dissident forces nominated William “I jberty Bill” Lemke, an obscure North
Dakota congressman, to be their presidential candidate on the new Union Party ticket.
Roosevelt’s political strategy differed markedly from 1932. In that campaign,
he had stressed the common hopes and needs that bound people togethert; in 1936,
he emphasized the class differences that separated those who supported the New
Deal from those who opposed it. Time and again, Roosevelt portrayed the election as




