HIST 1301 - 2
Lessons 1 ( / ), 2( / ), 3( / ), and 4( / )
Your Plan – a Checklist to Get the Grade You Want        Last Name ________________ 1st Initial_
Look for the yellow to notice where you need to fill in the checklist.

1. Place an X in the yellow box to the left of YOUR planned grade in this 1000-point course. 

Final Letter Grade that You Plan to Earn
How Many Points That You Must Earn for That Grade

A (exceptional)
895 or above (Range: 895-1000 points)

B (above average)
795 or above (Range: 795-894 points)

C (average)
695 or above (Range: 695-794 points)   

D (below average)
595 or above (Range: 595-694 points)   

F (failing)
594 or less

Ways I try to signal you about information:
	The word Caution means I am trying to protect you from something. Read a Caution and, if you do not understand, ask me. That helps us both.  We talk and you understand—and I now know how to change what I wrote to better help the next person.
	The word Tip or Tips means I am trying to help you notice something that could make your life easier.
And if you want to know more about “grit” (a word below), click on this video of a Ted Talk by Angela Duckworth
(URL: https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance" https://www.ted.com/talks/angela_lee_duckworth_grit_the_power_of_passion_and_perseverance)


Your first Tips : This form (what work you plan to do) and the Course Schedule (when you need to do it) work together with the modules you see when you click on Learning Units. The Course Schedule is available on the left menu. 

Guys, put these 2 forms side by side where you can see them every day. Mark them as you do them:
	This completed form (what work you plan to do) – You can take your copy and remove my instructions (like these words) so it will fit on 1 page.
	The Course Schedule (when you need to do it)


2. Place an X in the yellow box to the left of each of the assignments you know that you will do so you earn the points you need for the grade you want. 
Caution: When you are done, add all points to be sure you will earn enough points. In your adding points, do not assume you will make 100% on each assignment. That is not how life works for most of us, including me. For example, if you usually make a B or 79.5%, be sure that you are adding about 70 or 80% of the points for an assignment, not the whole 100%. 
Getting Started (Possible Total for Its Assignments = 50 points)

Assignment 
Points

Take Syllabus Acknowledgement Quiz. (Caution: You must do it to stay in the course.)
1

Post your Introduction in the Discussion available from Getting Started.
4

Determine your plan and complete it in (this information) and submit it to Turnitin .
15

Complete your Emergency Contact Information and Syllabus Checklist and submit it to Turnitin.
15

Follow the instructions in the Course Tour to locate 5 things you need to be familiar with.
5

Follow the instructions exactly to set up Respondus Monitor. To take any exam (Unit 1, Unit 2, Unit 3 or the Final), your must have a full 10 points for this grade at My Grades (on the left menu).
Caution: If on an exam you do not follow the instructions exactly, I will email you and lower the grade to 1.11. To take the next exam, respond immediately and do what I ask. Do not wait until the last test day.
10
 Unit 1 (Possible Total for Its Assignments and the Prior Assignments - 280 points)

Assignment 
Points

Take Evidence Quizzes 1, 2, 3, and 4 @10 each 1 (Tip: If you do each of these quizzes by the recommended date in parentheses and get all questions correct, you earn 1 extra credit point to encourage your “grit.” Once you do the self-test to determine what you know and do not know, you can take the full-test as many times as you want with the highest score counting.)
40

Take all Learning Quizzes with the Lessons 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Unit 1 (Tip: These quizzes have the same rules for “grit” points as the Evidence Quizzes above.)
70

Post and reply on the Discussion Unit 1: Collaborate! (Tip: If you post as its rubric explains and if you make over 60 on the Unit 1 Exam, you earn 10 extra credit points to encourage your “grit.”)
20

Take Unit 1 Objective Exam. (Tip: over 30% of the questions on this exam are from Unit 1’s Learning Quizzes. The remaining 70% are listed in the Study Guide at the top of each Unit. This is learnable, and you can help each other learn with the Collaborate! for each Unit.)
100
Unit 2 (Possible Total for Its Assignments and the Prior Assignments - 580 points)

Assignment 
Points

Take all Learning Quizzes with the Lessons 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Unit 2. (Tip: The same extra credit as Unit 1.)
50

Post and reply on the Discussion Unit 2: Collaborate! (Tip: The same extra credit as Unit 1.)
20

Click on Writing Requirements (left menu) and then on the 1st Writing folder. Follow the instructions for the 1st Writing, including for using SmartThinking and emailing files to me in Blackboard. Submit your paper to SmartThinking. (Tip: allow enough time to receive the SmartThinking feedback so you can correct your paper before you must post it.)
10

In the Discussion topic in the 1st Writing folder, post your paper @ 40 points (20 points for content and 20 for Good Habits for Evidence). Caution: You must post this on time to do the next 2 writing tasks.
40

When the Discussion topic reopens, reply according to the instructions to 2 other students’ 1st Writing with a careful Peer Review on content and evidence @ 40 points (10 points for content and 10 for following all 5 Good Habits for Evidence for each one).
40

When the Discussion topic reopens again, carefully examine the comments of the 2 students who peer reviewed your paper. Reply to their peer review according to the instructions @ 40 points (10 points for content and 10 for following all 5 Good Habits for Evidence for each one).
40

Take Unit 2 Objective Exam. (Tip: The same opportunities for success in learning as in Unit 1.)
100
Unit 3 (Possible Total for Its Assignments and the Prior Assignments - 870 points)

Assignment 
Points

Take all Learning Quizzes with the Lessons 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Unit 3. (Tip: The same extra credit as Unit 1.)
50

Post and reply on the Discussion Unit 3: Collaborate! (Tip: The same extra credit as Unit 1.)
20

Click on Writing Requirements and then on the 2nd Writing folder. Follow its instructions, including using its primary sources. In its Discussion topic, post your paper @ 40 points (20 points for content and 20 for Good Habits for Evidence). Caution: You must post this on time to do the next 2 writing tasks.
40

When the Discussion topic reopens, do the 2 peer reviews as you did the 1st Writing @ 40 points (10 points for content and 10 for following all 5 Good Habits for Evidence for each one).
40

When the Discussion topic reopens again, do the reply to the 2 peer reviews of your paper as you did with the 1st Writing @ 40 points (10 points for content and 10 for following all 5 Good Habits for Evidence for each one).
40

Take Unit 3 Objective (Tip: The same probabilities of success in learning as in Unit 1.)
100
Final Exam (Possible Total for Its Assignments and the Prior Assignments = 1000 points)

Assignment 
Points

Take the Final Exam (100)
100



Page 5 - Information about Collaborations and Peer Reviews.
What’s a Collaboration? What’s a Concept? How Do You Save Time and Even Earn Extra Credit?
What Are Peer Reviews? What Is Different about Peer Reviews (and Grading of Writing) in This Class?



 
Self-tests let you measure what you assume is true so you can tell what you need to work on.

The Course Schedule covers the password for Self-tests. Self-tests
Allow you to take a test only 1 time, but Blackboard shows if you are right or wrong.
If you answer at least 1% of the questions, Blackboard also displays the same test, but you can take this one:
	unlimited times 

with highest score counting

Caution: When you take a self-test, answer as accurately as you can so you can realize what you know and do not know and therefore learn efficiently. If I notice that individuals are consistently just clicking enough to display the full test and that they do not seem to be trying to measure themselves so they can actually learn, I will reset the self-test and the full test.

Tips that May Help You with Exams
What Are the Objective Exams in This Course? What Does the Course Provide to Help You?
The general term objective means a test that can be graded by a machine or primarily by machine. In this course, there are two types of objective exams at the end of each Unit:
Unit Objective Exams – Use the Study Guide at the top of each Unit to see a list of all facts required from the textbook.  
Tip to Succeed: 
Print the Study Guide and use it to record so you can review easily. (Tip: print Study Guides landscape instead of portrait to have more room to write.) 
As you work through the list, look up a fact in the index (back of the book) and write the page number(s) where you found the information next to the fact. Also write 1 to 3 words as a reminder of that fact. 
When you are ready to review for the exam, use the study guide as a way to self-test by explaining aloud each fact. If you cannot remember, use the page number you wrote to refresh your memory.
Tip to Avoid Error:  To avoid error in understanding a fact that carries over to the next Unit, before you look at the index, look at the Course Schedule to see the last chapter covered in the Unit and its last page number. When you use the index, do not use any page after that last page number.

Unit Concept Exams – Use the Concepts list for the Unit available in Required Concepts and on the link in the description for a Unit collaboration. 
.Tip to Succeed: Look at the list of concepts required so you can listen for the words. Print the list and write brief reminder words about its meaning. Look up words you know that you do not know using the free, online dictionary provided in the course.

The Final Exam is also objective. To help you review, the course provides two files of questions (matching, map, and multiple choice)—one without answers so you can self-test and one with answers so you can grade yourself. If you miss a question, look it up. If you cannot find it in the index, just ask.



Page 5 - Information about Collaborations and Peer Reviews.
What’s a Collaboration? What’s a Concept? How Do You Save Time and Even Earn Extra Credit?
Merriam-Webster Online defines:
Collaborate as “to work jointly with others or together especially in an intellectual endeavor.” 
Concept as “an abstract or generic idea generalized from particular instances” – For example, you cannot understand the Tariff of Abominations in 1828 or the Hawley-Smoot Tariff in 1930 unless you first understand the concept of tariffs.

Each Unit has a Collaborate! Discussion available from the Discussion Board and also from Required Concepts. Think of it as daily work that will save you time by your working together. In that discussion, you can:
Follow the directions to post a definition of a word on the list of Concepts for the Unit.
Read and download other people’s posted definitions to save yourself time
Post a question about content on the Study Guide or concepts on the list of Concepts for the Unit
Answer another person’s question

You must follow the directions carefully so your postings are useful to others. Your work must also be timely—you need to do the work in time for others to use it. 

To earn the 10-point incentive for your 20-point collaboration, you do these 3 things:
If your collaboration for a Unit is over 70% (or 14 points) 
If the grade for the Unit’s Concept Exam is over 70% (or 35 points)
If you post consistently throughout the Unit and not all of your posts in the last 2 days of the collaboration 
What Are Peer Reviews? What Is Different about Peer Reviews (and Grading of Writing) in This Class?
Merriam-Webster Online defines peer review as “a process by which something proposed (as for research or publication) is evaluated by a group of experts in the appropriate field.” 

Because this course uses as sources only the required textbook and primaries provided in this course, you:
Cannot just write something like “good job” You must follow the rubric for the 5 Good Habits for Evidence
Can practice the skills of an expert in the content when you evaluate another student’s work. You must compare side by side the student’s paper with the page of the textbook or primary the student cited.
 If you want an example of how this course helps people practice the skills of an expert, click here.


I reserve the right to modify the syllabus during the semester.
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