Intransparencies – Change in Literacy Over Time (Hypothesis: Literacy – Lack of “Telling” Feedback - Evidence Connection)

1992 to 2003 Change in Literacy Over Time in the United States

Placing a paragraph
 about NAAL data written by historian William O’Neill into a table highlights recent declines although other observers have identified earlier
 declines. The Culture of Evidence notes the change in practical terms: “only 31 percent of college graduates can read a complex book and extrapolate from it.”

	Summary of NAAL Data by O’Neill
	1992
	2003
	Change

	College graduates -“Prose literacy denotes the ability to search, comprehend, and use information in continuous texts.”
	40%
	31%

	drop “by a quarter”

	College graduates - “Document literacy means the ability to do these same things employing noncontinuous texts in various formats.”
	37%
	25%
	drop by “almost a third”

	College graduates - “Quantitative literacy involves having the knowledge and skills to work with numbers and figures….”
	-
	-
	“very little”

	High school graduates – “Prose literacy”
	5%
	4%
	-

	High school graduates – “Document literacy”
	6%
	5%
	-


2011 Student Self-Reports
 and the Need for Factual Accuracy 

The percentages of students not recognizing the need for factual accuracy is a key issue: 63% in Spring 2011 and 65% in Fall 2011. Students who plagiarize (and read passively because they think copying words is what we want them to do) also frequently make factual errors.

	What They Identified That They Did Not Realize Prior to My Feedback 
	Percent

	
	Spring 2011 
	Fall 2011

	Need for reliable sources, including not relying on their memories
	42%
	50%

	No plagiarism
	52%
	61%

	No changes to another’s words without showing the changes
	46%
	42%

	Need for factual accuracy
	63%
	65%

	No assumptions about the author believing what you believe 
	53%
	40%

	Need to know where you found facts
	57%
	44%


The 3 Types of Factual Errors That Have Been Common Since 2008 

	The 3 Common Types of Error
	What the Student Cited and Thought Was Evidence (and Would Get Points)
	Bolded - Reality of the Student’s Reading and Evidence
	Bolded – Reality of What the Original Source Material Said about the Fact Stated as Evidence

	Detailed description of things that do not exist and are not supported by the source
	Around 1867, after the war, the government started to cut back prices on agricultural goods to benefit the economy. Of course, this only worsened farmers’ incomes. Since most farmers already owed money to the government for land and equipment, this only worsened their chances of ever flourishing. Thankfully, the “Patrons of Husbandry, also known as the Grange,” began gathering farmers to protest. (p. 481)
	Around 1867, after the war, the government started to cut back prices on agricultural goods to benefit the economy. Of course, this only worsened farmers’ incomes. Since most farmers already owed money to the government for land and equipment, this only worsened their chances of ever flourishing. Thankfully, the “Patrons of Husbandry, also known as the Grange,” began gathering farmers to protest. (p. 481)
	You can find a few of the words, but you can’t find the meaning.

p. 481 Discontent also flared in the farm belt. The price of wheat stood at $1.16 a bushel in 1873; it dropped to 95 cents a bushel a year later. . . . The changes meant substantial drops in farm income. As a result, farmers’ land-and equipment-related debts posed an even greater burden. Faced with the economic power of the railroads and grain merchants, the farmer, said one newspaper, was alone, “confronting organized and well-equipped enemies.”

The Patrons of Husbandry, also known as the Grange, led the farm protests. 

	Statements about a subject but the source says something else
	The first step in the black’s journey to freedom was an official declaration of their freedom. Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation, calling for an end to slavery in the United States. (p. 427)


	The first step in the black’s journey to freedom was an official declaration of their freedom. Lincoln drafted the Emancipation Proclamation, calling for an end to slavery in the United States. (p. 427)
	p. 427 In the wake of Antietam, enough of a victory to call a victory, Lincoln announced the end of slavery in all areas held by the Confederacy by January 1. Denounced throughout the South and in much of the North as well, Lincoln tried to strike a death blow against the surprisingly strong enemy. He knew as well as anyone, however, that without victories on the battlefield nothing else would matter.

	Statements about one subject but the source is about another subject
	In the workforce, due to the fact that “[m]anufacturing capacity in the South grew between 1870 and 1900,” African Americans were forced to take the more undesirable labor intensive jobs. (p. 514)
	In the workforce, due to the fact that “[m]anufacturing capacity in the South grew between 1870 and 1900,” African Americans were forced to take the more undesirable labor intensive jobs. (p. 514)
	p. 514 The Industrial South

Manufacturing capacity in the South grew between 1870 and 1900. In the major cotton producing states of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, capital invested in manufacturing increased about 10-fold . . . .

The South became more mechanized in the 1880s. One of the key industries where that occurred was in tobacco and the production of cigarettes. In this image from Harper’s Weekly, a Richmond cigarette factory is shown in various stages of production. Note the presence of women engaged in rolling cigarettes. Soon machines would take over that task. [This is a caption under an illustration on the page, one that shows a factory in the South whose workers are white women.] 
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� William O’Neill provides data from the National Assessment of Adult Literacy report in his commentary “The Appalling Decline of Literacy Among College Graduates.” The data is placed in a table above. He explains: “Apart from the oldest graduates having died the addition of ten, or at most eleven, graduating classes to the pool of college graduates, meant that the members of these classes had to have scored very badly indeed to drag down the averages of the entire population by so much. Further, the graduates tested in 1992 were themselves not particularly literate for the declining performance of college students probably dates from somewhere around 1980. Had there been an NAAL in 1970, at a guess, a solid majority of graduates would have been proficient in both prose and document literacy.” Mr. O'Neill is the author of A Bubble in Time: America During the Interwar Years, 1989-2001 (Ivan R. Dee, 2009).  � HYPERLINK "http://hnn.us/articles/118549.html" �http://hnn.us/articles/118549.html�





� Both E.D. Hirsch Jr.and Marilyn Jager Adams place the decline in literacy and verbal skills in a longer context. Hirsch traces the problem with literacy to the 1970s: “the language abilities of our 17-year-olds have remained stuck at the steeply declined levels of the 1970s, while the language gap between white students on one side and black and Hispanic students on the other remains distressingly and immovably large.” Adams notes that “The SAT score decline began in 1962, nearly 50 years ago. From 1962 to 1980, math scores fell 36 points to 492 while verbal scores fell 54 points to 501…. Fluctuations side, the verbal scores remain unchanged, even today stuck at 502.” 


For Hirsch: “How Schools Fail Democracy” by E.D. Hirsch Jr.  September 28, 2009 Chronicle of Higher Education URL: � HYPERLINK "http://chronicle.com/article/How-Schools-Fail-Democracy/48574/" �http://chronicle.com/article/How-Schools-Fail-Democracy/48574/�


For Adams: This source includes changes in SAT scores and changes in the textbooks from 1919 to 1991.Advancing Our Students Language and Literacy: The Challenge of Complex Texts in American Educator, Winter 2010-2011. � HYPERLINK "http://www.aft.org/pdfs/americaneducator/winter1011/Adams.pdf" �http://www.aft.org/pdfs/americaneducator/winter1011/Adams.pdf�





� The Culture of Evidence: Postsecondary Assessment and Learning Outcomes, Educational Testing Service, 2007 explains the 2003 data in practical terms: “ 





� For more details, see Literacy of College Graduates Is on Decline: Survey’s Finding of a Drop in Reading Proficiency Is Inexplicable, Experts Say” By Lois Romano. Washington Post Staff Writer, December 25, 2005; A12.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2005/12/26/college_graduates_literacy_on_decline_study_says/" �http://www.boston.com/news/nation/articles/2005/12/26/college_graduates_literacy_on_decline_study_says/�





�  The percentages were determined in this way. 


In my student survey this spring to try to improve how I help students, I asked students this question. 





I gave you feedback on how well you read the source. Some of you seemed to realize things about your work that will help your future. If you did, mark with an X ALL that apply to you. 


___ Need for reliable sources ___ No plagiarism ___ No changes to another’s words without showing the changes 


___ Need for factual accuracy ___ No assumptions about the author believing what you believe 


___ Need to know where you found facts 


�
�



I added all of the Xs for each item from the classes and then divided that total by the number of students taking the survey to determine the % who marked an X:


Spring 2011 – 5 on-campus classes


Fall 2011 – 3 on-campus classes.








